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Don’t miss the opportunity to study with 
award-winning pastelist Colleen Howe! CPS 
is excited to sponsor the plein-air workshops 
with this nationally known artist. The work-
shops will be held in beautiful Essex, CT. 
Howe is a signature member of PSA and 
American Women Artists. Her popular 
workshops are conducted across the U.S. and 
Europe. Her work is regularly featured in The 
Pastel Journal. The 4-day session is scheduled 
for Sept. 20 to 23. The 3-day session will be 
held Sept. 25 to 27. For more information or 
to register, contact Karen Bahrenburg at    
karenbahrenburg@yahoo.com.�

Reserve Your Spot Now for  
Colleen Howe Workshops! 


Jane Wright Wolf's work generates 
a swirl of energy for the viewer. 
Although trained in watercolor and 
oil, she prefers the pastel medium. "I’m 
an intuitive artist and pastels allow 
me to translate my first response to 
what I see and feel," she says. 
“Pastel teaches you to see color. The 
interpretation is up to you; finding 
the edges, losing the form, and 
looking for air," she says.   

Unlike watercolor and oil, she finds 
pastels allow for a 
closer eye-hand 
response. "From 
watercolor, I 
learned to save my 
whites. From oil, I 
learned to look for 
shapes between  
objects. But from 
pastel, it was all of 
the above,” she 
says. 

She is a plein air painter and at-
tracted to landscapes where the  
atmosphere is suffused in 
light. "The joy of 
working in pastel 
is that I can jump 
right in and cap-
ture the moment 
and interpret the  
atmosphere,” she 
notes. Jane also 
sees beauty in   
ordinary things."On 
a recent trip to a botanical garden, I 
could have painted the flowers, but 
I chose an abandoned cement mixer 
amongst the weeds as my subject," 
she says. 

Jane still frequently works in water-
color and oils, but her passion lies 
with pastels. The influence of her 
watercolor and oil skills are visible 
in how she executes pastel paint-
ings. The viewer can see the use of 
thick and thin lines and passages of 
transparency normally found in a 
watercolor piece.  

Her work has a hefty dose of energy 
throughout. "I've studied with some 
incredible artists over the years who 
have influenced and encouraged 

me.  I think the 
energy in my 
work reflects their 
inspiration," Jane 
says.  

"At a very young 
age, I had the 
once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to 
study with Greta  
Matson Khouri 
who was a mem-

ber of the NY Ashcan School." 
Later on, she studied with Philip      
Pearlstein and Lennart Anderson at 
Brooklyn College where she received 

her certification in 
secondary art    
education.   

During that time, 
her teachers    
focused on the 
importance of 
positive and 
negative space 
and how to see 

color with its ephemeral interrelation-
ships. "Some of my best teachers, 
however, were the paintings them-
selves on the walls of the Brooklyn 
Museum," she says. 

Top: Sugar Hill Road; Bottom:       
Greenhouse Effect, by Jane Wright Wolf 

�����������
�����
�����
����


��
������



��������������	�
����
��
����
�
����
�	���
�	��
����������
��
���	����
��	��	������
���
�������	�
�������
��� 
����
�����	!
�
�����
�����"����	��
������	�
����	��#����$����
��
�	�	����%������	�
�&!
�
����	������
'�����
��	���
���

��(��
��)������
����
��*���	����������	����	����+
����	�	��
���
����	,���-���	���
� �������	�
	���
���
	���"	�	����,����	������ ��'

"���
�
��	�
��
�������.�
�
����
��

 
+�"����	����
	����
��

�� �!
�"�
 /��
"�
���������	����
��!
�
����

#��!
���

 �
�
"�����	���	�	�����

#��!
�$�
 �+
������	�����	���"�����"��������
Continued on page 2 



President’s Message: 
Summer is finally here and there 
are lots of exciting events planned 
for the coming months. Before I 
continue, I’d like to sincerely 
thank those members who volun-
teered for key vacant CPS posi-
tions. Many thanks go to Tom 
Salter, our new chair for Renais-
sance Awards, and Karen Israel 
and Patricia Boes who graciously 
accepted the positions of Co-Chairs 
for Hospitality. I’m grateful to each 
of you for stepping up to the plate. 
 
Signature Members will have a 
great venue to show their work 
later this summer at the Lyme Art 
Association in Old Lyme, CT.  
Thanks to Laurel Friedmann and 
Jane Wright Wolf for their hard 
work in organizing the Signature 
Members show. I’d like to thank 
Rainie Crawford, Frank Federico 
and Peter Seltzer for serving as  
jurors. I’m sure it will be a mag-
nificent show!  
 
Don’t miss the deadline for the 
Renaissance in Pastel Exhibit to 
be held once again at the  
Mattatuck Museum in Waterbury. 
The postmark due date is July 7. 
So get those entries in as soon as 
possible. Colleen Howe and 
Everett Raymond Kinstler are the 
awards jurors this year and we are 
excited about having them.    
Claudia Seymour, president of the 
Salmagundi Club in NYC and 
award-winning pastelist, will give 
a demonstration on closing day.  
 
If you would like to get involved 
with CPS, volunteering is a great 
way to meet new people, learn 
from other artists and expand your 
horizons! As one who started with 
CPS as a volunteer, I can tell you 
that it opened up numerous doors 
to friendships that I will cherish 
for years to come. I wish you all a 
productive painting summer! 
 
Respectfully, 
Chris 
 

In 2000, she was introduced to pastels at 
an Albert Handell workshop.  "At the Na-
tional Academy in NYC, I had the good 
fortune to study with Wolf Kahn whose 
color sense was so inspiring," she says.  

She prefers working on a sanded surface, 
such as Wallace paper. “Recently I’ve 
added grit to the surface to add an element 
of surprise.” For pastels, she uses mostly 
Schminke, Unison and Terry Ludwig 
brands. She uses NuPastels for accent 
work and has recently used watercolor 
washes for underpainting. As an approach, 
she uses thumbnails to adjust a composi-
tion. “To simplify what I see, I try to look 
at a face as a landscape, and a landscape as 
a face," she says.  

Jane Wright Wolfe is a Signature Member 
of PSA, CPS and CWS and a member of 
CT Women Artists, Inc.  She resides in 
Weston, CT.  She can be reached at 
jwrightwolf@yahoo.com. 

Jane Wright Wolf  (continued) 
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The CPS Signature Members Show will be held at the Lyme Art Association in Old 
Lyme, CT from August 13 to September 18.  The opening reception is scheduled for 
Friday, August 13 from 6 pm to 8 pm. Receiving will be held on Monday, August 9 
from 3 pm to 7 pm. Artists are asked to bring a one-page biography and one-page 
sheet with three images of your work for 
the show information book. A sincere 
thank you goes to Mally DeSomma for 
hosting jurying at her studio and to Joe 
Baker for compiling and presenting    
submissions. Many thanks to our jurors, 
Rainie Crawford, Frank Federico and Peter 
Seltzer, for their time and expertise. Show 
co-chairs, Jane Wright Wolf and Laurel Friedmann, need volunteers to help with receiv-
ing and hanging. Contact Laurel or Jane to volunteer or for more information at             
laurelfriedmann@yahoo.com or jwrightwolf@yahoo.com.  
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Old Friends, Vermont,  
by Jane Wright Wolf 

Vintage Rapids, by Clayton Buchanan 



Purely Pastel is published quarterly. Contact Diana Rogers with news at diana.rogers@comcast.net. 
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Purely Pastel features upcoming workshops offered by CPS members:  

Workshops with Frank Federico  

July 10: West Hartford Art League, Excursion to White’s Wood in Litchfield 

July 16-18: Concord Art Association, Concord, MA 

July 27-29: Gibson House B & B, Haverhill, NH 

Aug. 7– 9: North Shore Arts Association, Cape Ann, MA  

Aug. 27 -29: North Shore Arts Association, Cape Ann, MA (watermedia & acrylic) 

For more information, contact Frank Federico at 860.489.7229 or studiofedart@aol.com.  

Workshop with Donna Rossetti-Bailey 
Aug. 13 -15: Introduction to Pastels: A-Z, Terry Ludwig Studio, Denver, CO 
For more information, contact Donna at dlrb@comcast.net. 

Workshop with Chris Ivers 
Aug. 15: Creating Your Own Pastel Surfaces: Explore the Possibilities, Meriden, CT 
For more information on the workshop, visit www.christineivers.com or contact Chris Ivers at 203.235.1417. 

��

�
��
�78���/���	���
��
���������	���
���	��5	��
���
9:�����
���
���
�����
�	�	����%��-
��	��
�	��
��
�	���/�����"����-��
������	������	��-�!
������
�
������	����	"
�"	���
���+	!���+���	"�����	����-��
������������
�	�������
"�
��;���
�	���'
��+�������

��-�	���	�������������	�	�������
��<�

   
 

- � � � � � 
 � � � � 
 / � � � 	 
 2 � � � � � �  
 

Best in Show: Diana DeSantis    

CPS Award of Excellence: Clayton Buchanan  

CPS Honor Awards: Deborah Crossman, Peter Seltzer,         
Suzanne Siegel                                                       

CPS Awards: Shauna Shane, Elizabeth Rhoades,              
Marilyn Caissy, Frank Federico  

Pastel Society of America Award: Carol T. Moore 

CPS Merit Awards: Maryanne Rupp, Gigi Horr Liverant  

CPS Honorable Mention Awards: Joanne Agostinelli,     
Rainie Crawford, Jeanne Rosier Smith, Peggy Traskos 

Frank Federico Workshop Award: Robert Kramer  

Laurel Crest Arts Pastel Palette Award: Steve Linde 

Guerrilla Pochade Box Award: Pamela Reese 

Jerry’s Artarama NuPastel Award: Sherri Baxter  

Diane Townsend Pastel Award: Pieter Lefferts 

Wholesale Frame Gift Award: Barbara Groff 

Jerry’s Artarama Rembrandt Pastel Awards: Linda Gotta,  
Sherry Marlowe 

A.I. Friedman Award: Phyllis Balassone-West  

Pensive  
by Diana 
DeSantis 

2010 Members Show a Colorful  Success


Whiteness  
by  
Deborah 
Crossman  
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Connecticut Pastel Society 
Diana Rogers, Editor 
22 Silver Birch Lane 
Clinton, CT 06413 


